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PRINCIPAL'S SOLILOQUY

“A perspective of our ALT on Japan"

In this month issue and coming issues, I'd like to
introduce some of the hardships or barriers our ALT
Heather experienced. Those are likely to be what you need
to overcome when you go overseas to live or work. The
reason why I'd like to bring this topic up is that | hope lots
of you, my fellow students will make the whole world your
stages and be active in the global society. I firmly believe
her experiences will help vou prepare for them. Now let me

show you her stories.

M stands for Morita,  H stands for Heather

M : What were the hardships you faced when you came to Japan?

H : Coming to Japan was very exciting. | couldn't wait until | started my
new job as an ALT and see my new city. Upon landing at the airport, the first
immediate hardship was the language barrier. | had learned Hiragana and
Katakana before entering Japan but it was not enough. With the help of
translators, we were brought safely to our hotel by bus.

Another hardship was learning where everything was in Hitachiota. | was
very lucky though. I was helped by the amazing teachers from Ota Daiichi. They
showed me, city hall, Joyo bank, Kasumi, Ota station, the dentist office, the
hospital and the post office. These are landmarks | would advise you to find when
you travel or live overseas yourselves. To complete my advice, you are
encouraged to be a good communicator to get assistance from people around you.

What we can learn from her two instances are (Dlearning a target language
through books and gaining grammar rules is important, but not enough, so
acquiring conversational skills is crucial and @becoming friendly people and
good communicators is essential to work and live comfortably and successfully
overseas.

My fellow students, now is the time to make your goals the priority and put it
into action with the spirit of I'm GAME! At the same time carry out what the
acronym GAME implies. That is, of course G (t&i2), A (H5<) M (i
M &{Z) and E (enjoy), as you all have already known.
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