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PRINCIPAL'S SOLILOQUY
“A perspective of our ALT on Japan II"

Following the last month's issue, I'd like to introduce |
some of the hardships or barriers our ALT Heather
experienced. Anyone who goes abroad to live and work
is likely to face similar ones. The reason why I'd like to
bring this topic up is that I hope lots of you, my fellow
students will make the whole world your stages and be
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active in the global society. | firmly believe you can have vicarious
experiences from hers and learn a lot.Now let me show you her stories.

M stands for Morita,  H stands for Heather

M : What are the biggest obstacles you have faced so far?

H : One of the biggest obstacles | have faced is missing my friends and
family back in the States. We are lucky we can use Skype.
Unfortunately, sometimes we can't talk for weeks due to the time
zone differences. Feeling lonely is very common when you travel.
Call your family and friends frequently!

Another challenge has been the language barrier. It has gotten easier
since I've studied but | do use Google translate often. It's very fun
and rewarding when | can read the Kanji for my train.

I also miss the different varieties of food | can eat back in the States.
I love Japanese food but I do miss foods like burritos, hamburgers,
pad thai, lasagna, barbecue, pizza, chili and corn bread. I've found
some shops that sell some of these things and I'm grateful for that.
In summary, | would say that traveling and living overseas is a
fantastic experience. You'll meet so many wonderful people and eat
such great food. You'll learn so much about the world. The more you
learn English the more you'll get out of the experience. Learning a
new language is like a personal journey with the rewards being
priceless adventure and friendships for life. Some parts will be
difficult but trust yourself to overcome obstacles and plan ahead
before you travel. | hope you all continue your studies and make the
leap overseas.

My fellow students, now is the time to make your goals the priority and
put it into action with the spirit of I'm GAME! At the same time carry out
what the acronym GAME implies. That is, of course G (Gt&2), A (#H
5<) M (FifX12) and E (enjoy), as you all have already known.
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