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PRINCIPAL'S SOLILOQUY
“Reflection on My Life”
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44 years ago, when I was a freshman at OHTADAIICHI, the

English exchange program launched. In those days, not manyF

Japanese people traveled abroad for leisure purposes. Narita
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International Airport didn't exist. The pioneer group of exchange
students from our school flew from Haneda to San Francisco. I was among them. The
pioneers stayed about one month in California, during which everything we encountered
was beyond my understanding. | was shocked and moved by the appealing environment.
The most profound impact was the people, especially the family | stayed with and friends |
met. This indescribable experience made me intrigued in American culture, especially
language and made me wish | could speak eloquently like a native speaker. | wanted to
fully express my appreciation for their kindness and negotiate on an equal footing.

This irreplaceable experience has changed me.

I don't mean to be conceited, but a lot of native speakers I talk with say, "you are a
pseudo-native." and" you're almost there. ", even though I still have a long way to go.

I owe this priceless experience to the staffers of OHTADAIICHI who decided to kick off
this exchange program. Through this, | realized how efficacious and powerful hands-on
learning is and have nurtured my cherished belief that, "Nothing Beats Experience in
Education”. | have seen, as a teacher, many cases of students that substantiate my belief.

My fellow students, now is the time to make your goals the priority and put it into action
with the spirit of I'm GAME! At the same time carry out what the acronym GAME implies.
Thatis, of course G(r&IZ),A (15 <) M (i ={Z) and E(enjoy), as you all have

already known.
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